
Gradam Ceoil – Cur Síos 

 

Gradam Ceoil TG4 was inaugurated in 1998, the brainchild of Mary McPartlan and an early 

signal from the new station that traditional music was to form an essential and central 

element of its schedule. In the years since its inception Gradam Ceoil TG4 has come to be 

recognised as the premier awards scheme for musicians, singers, composers and bearers of 

the tradition. Each year an independent panel of selectors recognises artists who represent 

all that is skilful, generous and dúchasach in our traditional arts. The announcement of each 

year’s winners is eagerly anticipated and analysed by music lovers worldwide. The live 

broadcast of the Gradam concert is a major highlight of TG4’s schedule. 

Initially there were two awards – Musician of the Year and Young Musician of the Year. The 

first recipients were Donegal fiddler Tommy Peoples and the Sligo flute player June 

McCormack. The influence of the Bothy Band on a generation of Irish music lovers is 

reflected in the fact that three of the first five main award winners were members of the 

band. As well as Tommy, Matt Molloy won in 1999 and Paddy Keenan in 2002. 

Unsurprisingly fiddle players have dominated among the recipients: Tommy Peoples (1998), 

John Carty (2003), Sean Keane (2004), James Kelly (2006), Martin Hayes (2008), Bryan 

Rooney (2012), Kevin Burke (2016), Mairéad Ní Mhaonaigh (2017) and Frankie Gavin 

(2018). But a broad spread of other instruments has been recognised. Uilleann pipers Paddy 

Keenan, Liam O’Flynn and Seán McKiernan have won the main Gradam as have Matt Molloy 

and Harry Bradley (flute), Mary Bergin (whistle), Maire Ní Chathasaigh (harp), Noel Hill 

(concertina), Jackie Daly, Charlie Harris, Dermot Byrne and Mairtín O’Connor (accordion). 

John Carty is also an accomplished banjo and flute player. 

The young musicians who have been honoured have gone on to establish themselves as 

influential performers across a range of group and solo projects. Many of them are involved 

with successful bands and other aspects of the traditional music world. Conor and Seán 

McKeon are the only pair of siblings to have received this award. The other Ceoltóirí Óga 

were Aogán Lynch, Méabh O’Hare, Liam O’Connor, Ciaran Ó Maonaigh, Edel Fox, Michelle 

Mulcahy, Fiachna Ó Mongáin, Martin Tourish, Conor McEvoy, Aidan O’Donnell, Pádraig 

Keane, Caoimhín Ó Fearghail, Dónal McCague, Bryan O’Leary, Maitiú Ó Casaide, Orlaith 

McAuliffe, Liam O’Brien and Claire Friel. 

New award categories were introduced from 2001. The Gradam Saoil recognises musicians 

whose influence on the world of traditional music has been profound and who have 

encouraged and promoted our music over many years. The first recipient was the Clare 

fiddle player Paddy Canny, followed by Peter Horan, Johnny O’Leary, Tony MacMahon, Peter 

O’Loughlin, Sarah and Rita Keane, Paddy Cronin, Joe and Siobhán O’Donovan, Roger 

Sherlock, Sean Potts, Ben Lennon, Danny Meehan, Michael Tubridy, Chris Droney, Bobby 

Gardiner, Arty McGlynn, Donal Lunny and Patsy Hanly. 

The introduction of a singing award was prompted by the perceived need to recognise all 

traditional singers, regardless of whether they sang in Irish or English, with or without 

accompaniment and outside of the competitive environment. The recipients have been 

varied, from stalwarts such as Frank Harte, Len Graham and Maighréad Ní Dhomhnaill to the 

younger generation of Ciaran Ó Gealbháin, Nell Ní Chróinin and Muireann Nic Amhlaoibh, 

and the sean-nós virtuosi Nan Tom Teaimín, Dara Bán Mac Donnchadha and Pól Ó 

Ceannabháin. The other recipients were Rosie Stewart, Seán Garvey, Iarla Ó Lionáird, Sarah 



Anne O’Neill, Cathal McConnell, Séamus Ó Beaglaíoch, Róisin White, Rita Gallagher and 

Máire Ní Chéileachair. 

Gradam an Chumadóra recognises the importance of constantly adding to our vibrant dance 

music repertoire and much of the work of the composers who have been recognised has 

already entered the tradition, being regularly performed at sessions and recorded by other 

artists. The composers honoured to date are Paddy Fahy, Brendan Tonra, Vincent Broderick, 

Richie Dwyer, Josephine Keegan, Charlie Lennon, Jim McGrath, Peadar ó Riada, Con ó 

Drisceoil, John and Finbar Dwyer, Liz Carroll, Paddy O’Brien, Tommy Peoples and Michael 

Rooney. 

The Gradam Comaoine recognises people and organisations that have worked tirelessly to 

preserve and disseminate the tradition, ensuring that the music of yesterday and today will 

always be accessible to future generations of musicians and listeners. The work of na 

Piobairí Uilleann, the Irish Traditional Music Archive, Cairde na Cruite and the Armagh Pipers’ 

Club has been acknowledged, as have the individual contributions of Harry Bradshaw, Reg 

Hall, Mícheál Ó Súilleabháin, Mick Moloney, Mick O’Connor, Pádraigín Ní Uallacháin and the 

late Proinsias Ó Conluain, Ciarán Mac Mathúna and Muiris Ó Rócháin. 

Most recently, a new award was inaugurated to acknowledge the value of musical 

collaborations within the tradition and with other art forms. Recipients have included the 

Goodman Project, Ensemble Eriú, Our Dear Dark Mountain with the Sky Over It and Concert. 

Gradam Ceoil TG4 marked the 1916 commemorations with the presentation of a special 

award to Gael-Linn in 2016 and also celebrated the Gradam’s first year of broadcasting from 

Belfast with a presentation to the Field Marshall Montgomery Pipe Band. 

Now in an exciting partnership with The Irish Traditional Music Archive, the Gradam Ceoil 

TG4 series has been re-imagined to include a landmark digital archive – the richest 

collection of contemporary Irish traditional music performance available online. Embracing 

digital technology, each broadcast programme since 1998 is now freely available and fully 

searchable by performer, tune/song title etc. The world of Irish traditional music is now at 

your finger-tips to discover, research and enjoy in Cartlann….. 


